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“the space of youth aggregation”

Towards the end of 2011 Peano Foundation of Cuneo started an informal collaboration with some local cultural youth associations with the aim to develop its own activities also on the basis of the cultural needs and ideas of the youngest generations. In this way Peano Foundation intends to transform the Annual International Sculpture Competition, open to the students of Italian and International Academies of Fine Arts, from a merely receptive container of young creativity to a proactive space where youth can also take part to the Foundation decision-making process.

During one of the first meetings between Peano Foundation and the local associations, it was discussed the theme to be assigned to the 2012 edition of the International Competition itself. Indeed it was interesting to discover what kind of job a group of proactive young people would have assigned to students of their age committed in the realization of  an artwork.

At a first moment the theme “The space of youth aggregation” raised many doubts because of the difficulty to be formalized into a sculptural artwork. It was clear that the group of consulted youth, not necessarily moved by artistic interests, instead of analyzing the specific contest in which they were asked to formalize an opinion, emphasized their  social and psychological needs which, by the way are widely confirmed by the students of the Academies. There is no doubt that this is a central issue among the youth whose possibility of aggregation is far away from that of the previous generations used to meet in the oratories or the youth federations of political parties. Nowadays the clubs, the pubs but also the fictitious space of virtual communities do not satisfy the needs of  young people. They would like not  to have to wander around in the desolating halls of the malls looking for a physical and intellectual contact and at last have a space where to develop with a collective management  a cultural, political and, why not, even recreational dialogue.

What finally convinced to embrace the proposed title are the potential creativity of the theme itself and the power of the two main  words included in the title “space” and “aggregation” which are strictly connected to both the  theoretic  and material structure of the sculpture. The first word “space” recalls the fundamental component of an artistic expression based on the three-dimension; the second word “aggregation” suggests the uncountable possible combinations of shapes and materials giving at the same time voice to a issue in which the participants feel involved.

There is no need to analyze more into depth the  assigned theme: the young artists will be able to provide us with the most interesting and persuasive reading keys.

Manfredi Di Nardo

Member of the Boad
Peano Foundation









FONDAZIONE PEANO – CORSO FRANCIA, 47 – 12100 CUNEO - ITALY – TELEFONO e FAX 0171/603649

Cod. Fisc. 96034820041 – Reg. Persone Giuridiche Tribunale di Cuneo n. 223

E-mail: presidenza@fondazionepeano.it - segreteria@fondazionepeano.it – www.fondazionepeano.it

[image: image1.jpg]